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With your help, the LUX has grown to serve as Nebraska’s 
largest and best source of private arts instruction, offer-
ing almost 300 classes per year, and serving students 
from every zip code in Lancaster County. In our five gal-
leries, we offer more exhibitions than any other institution 
in Nebraska.  

Even as we dealt with lower class enrollments across 
the board for most of 2020-21, we were able to have 
safe, sold-out summer camps in the Summer of 2021. We 
thank Lincoln parents for trusting us with their children, 
knowing that they would receive safe care and the best 
arts instruction in Nebraska.  

Despite the pandemic that seems to go on forever, you 
will read in this report how the LUX has been able to navi-
gate this all-new terrain and find ways to bring meaning-
ful arts experiences to Lincoln families and artists, despite 
the challenges.  

As we near the 45th Anniversary of the LUX in 2022, it’s still 
all about community.  

Since its inception, the LUX Center for the Arts was meant 
to be a cultural hub in Northeast Lincoln and a major 
part of planned University Place revitalization efforts that 
have been ongoing since 1977. 

That’s why this past year, we’ve tried to create outdoor 
events that have turned our focus back to University 
Place, where it began in 1977.  

Mayfest was a Spring clay event that celebrated music, 
food, art activities and ceramic art just as our communi-
ty was getting vaccinated.  

Then, by creating seven new murals and one art installa-
tion this past summer, we invited people outside to look 
anew at University Place and what it has to offer. Our 
neighbors around the LUX came out in large numbers 
to celebrate these new murals, giving them a chance 
to see how art can be transformative in their lives and in 
the life of a neighborhood.  

We’ve already seen a notable surge of visitors to Uni-
versity Place but we’re aiming for more! We’re creating 
a map of these murals that we will distribute to Visitor’s 
Centers across Nebraska. 

We’re also working with our partners at Nebraska Wes-
leyan, First UMC Church, and the City of Lincoln to cre-
ate a ‘University Place Arts District’ – part of a newly 

created program by Nebraska Arts Council and the 
Nebraska State Legislature to encourage arts districts 
across the state.  

And we’re still striving to show how arts can transform 
lives – this past year, working with VR Nebraska, we start-
ed the Art Academy – a career exploration program for 
youth with disabilities. We trained twelve youth in the 
Spring and three stayed on as paid summer interns and 
two of those have continued as interns this fall.  

With all if this going on, we strengthened our staff, add-
ing a new Associate Director, to assist in running the LUX 
and a part time Ceramics Center manager to manage 
our increasingly busy Ceramics Center. At the same 
time, we invested in staff, artist, and intern pay to build 
retention and resiliency.  

We are so grateful for your support which makes all of 
this possible. Please consider a gift to continue to make 
arts education in all its forms accessible and available to 
all at luxcenter.org/donate.  

With your help, we’re reaching out to our community 
in new ways, continuing to expand arts education to 
new audiences, bringing new artists and exhibitions to 
Lincoln, and creating new initiatives to bring art to our 
neighborhood and community.
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LUX Center for the Arts promoted Programs Director 
Lindsey Clausen to the position of Associate Director 
beginning in May. Lindsey has served as Education 
Director and later as Programs Director since 2014.
 
“Lindsey has expanded and improved our classes, 
camps and programs while overseeing our Education 
efforts and our Artist-in-Residence program,” said Execu-
tive Director Joe Shaw. “Promoting Lindsey to Associate 
Director allows her to use her entrepreneurial thinking to 
strategize and plan for the future of the LUX Center for 
the Arts.”

She has already helped to raise more than $200,000 in 
grant funding since she began. 

Lindsey Clausen has built a lifetime of experiences with 
the LUX. She grew up in Lincoln just blocks from the Uni-
versity Place Art Center, now known as the LUX Center 
for the Arts. She was a student and volunteer at the LUX 
throughout her youth. While studying to get her Bache-
lor of Fine Arts at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln she 
continued her involvement by becoming an education 
intern and later a teaching artist. After she received her 
BFA, Lindsey continued to work exclusively for local art 
and education non-profits. Now, after almost 7 years 
overseeing the educational programs of the LUX, she 
has transitioned to more fundraising and development 
work. 

Lindsey is passionate about helping others and making 
the arts accessible to people from all walks of life. Lind-
sey says, “I believe the LUX has built a vibrant communi-
ty, and I am very excited to be a part of the leadership 
that will bring even more arts learning to Lincoln in the 
next few years.”

Continued on next page...
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It’s all about community 

Dear Friends of the LUX,



Neil Celani was hired as the new Ceramics Center Man-
ager starting in August 2021! 

Neil will guide the day to day operations of the Ceramics 
Center, which has grown significantly since it opened in 
2017.  The growth in both the volume of classes, students, 
and in LUX fellows making work in the studio required a 
manager to make sure the studio runs smoothly. 

Neil, fresh off of his LUX Artist-in-Residency will now over-
see the studios in addition to continue to teach ceram-
ics classes. He is also helping get the new LUX Gas Kiln up 
and running. Expect more ceramic opportunities  to be 
available early next year. 

Neil received his undergraduate degree from University 
Northern Colorado in 2007 and an MFA from University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln in 2020. In 2016, Neil had the honor 
of being selected as a Ceramics Monthly Emerging Artist 
but still claims to be emerging. When out of the studio 
Neil likes to make pizza, flip on the disco ball and listen to 
records with his wife, Mallory, and dog, Reggie.

Neil says, “I am thrilled to be a permanent part of the 
LUX team and help contribute to the mission of providing 
art experiences and resources to the community. I have 
put down roots in Lincoln and I want to do all I can with 
my new position to make it a ceramic art destination. I 
see so much potential in what the LUX Ceramics Center 
can be, both locally and for the clay scene at large, 
and it is my privilege to be able to use my skills and ex-
perience to help the studio grow. 
Viva la LUX!”

Back in May 2021, the world seemed to be opening up. 
In response, the LUX teamed up with the UNL Clay Club 
to host Mayfest, an event to celebrate ceramics and 
Spring. There were art activities for families, music, food 
trucks and flowers!

LUX artists-in-residence created more than 100 pots to 
sell as a fundraiser (in lieu of our annual Art Auction, can-
celled for second year in a row.) You could pick out an 
artist-made pot, fill it with a plant and you had a ready-
made instant Mother’s Day gift or just a spring-warming 
gift for yourself. 

It was also a coming out day for the UNL Clay Club, who 
annually raise money for the Ceramics programs at UNL, 
but had been stymied as well by the pandemic. LUX 
was happy to host our clay partners outside and it was a 
great day for celebrating all the newly vaccinated. 

More than 500 came out for this Spring celebration, a 
beautiful day of art-making and creativity. 

Gwendolyn Lopez joined the LUX as the new 
Education Director in May.

Gwendolyn now has a full summer of camps behind her 
and has prepared the next summer’s offering of camps, 
which are now posted online. She is also working on 
some new educational programming that will bring 
more members of our community into the LUX.

Gwendolyn received her master’s degree in Art History 
and Museum Studies from the University of Denver and 
has a bachelor’s degree in Art from Nebraska Wesleyan 
University. She volunteered at the LUX for over five years 
prior to moving to Denver in 2014. Since then, Gwen-
dolyn has worked in several cultural institutions such as 
the Denver Art Museum, Clyfford Still Museum and the 
Arvada Center for the Arts in Colorado where she super-
vised and trained teachers, interns, and volunteers for 
summer camps, field trips and tours. She brings new and 
creative ideas that stem from her experience in a variety 
of organizations ranging from a staff of 10 to over 500.

Gwendolyn says, “I am very excited to bring my skills and 
past experiences to the LUX Center. I believe that art 
should be accessible to all and strive to offer program-
ming that creates a welcoming environment for every-
one in our community!”

Mayfest

Continued from previous page...

Volunteer Spotlight –  Patti French
Patti volunteers in the LUX gallery shop. You will see her most Saturday mornings.

Why do you volunteer at the LUX?
“I volunteer at the LUX because I love being around art. As someone who doesn’t get to 
experience art in their everyday work life getting to spend time around the work of others fills 
me with joy and inspires my own creativity. It is hard for me not to bring another piece of work 
home with me each time I volunteer. Being able to experience art on my weekends recharges me after a long week.

What is the best part of the LUX?
The people! The staff, volunteers, fellows and interns, artists, and most of all the patrons and students. I love visiting 
with each person who comes into the art center. Hearing how people are connected to the LUX, whether a first-time 
visitor or someone who lives down the street and stops in often, it makes my day to hear about their experiences with 
the LUX. I particularly enjoy helping people find their finished artwork after they have taken a class. Seeing the excite-
ment, of adults and children alike, as they find their finished pieces is heartwarming.

Patti French is a Medicaid social services lead worker for the State of Nebraska. A lifelong Lincoln resident, she attend-
ed Lincoln Public Schools, SCC, and UNL, earning a Bachelor of Science in Kindergarten to Twelfth Grade Art Educa-
tion. Single mom to a 16-year-old young person, she stays busy with her child and their activities. She looks forward to 
continuing to take art classes and volunteer at the LUX for years to come.

Clay and Community



This year LUX Center for the Arts partnered with Nebraska 
Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) Nebraska for a new pro-
gram called The LUX Art Academy. Nebraska VR helps 
people who have any type of disabilities prepare for, 
find, and keep jobs.

In the Spring of 2021, we received funding from VR Ne-
braska to administer this holistic program with a goal to 
expand VR students’ knowledge of jobs in the creative 
field while simultaneously improving their soft skills for em-
ployment readiness. 

During the first six weeks, ten students explored jobs in 
creative careers - meeting artists, touring the art cen-
ter, learning about how it operates behind the scenes, 
and doing hands-on art lessons to understand how our 
camps and classes are structured. 

The final eleven weeks were hands-on paid job training 
in the classroom for three students, all of whom worked 
alongside our summer camp teachers. The three students 
were chosen because of their interest in arts-based ca-
reers and their salaries were paid by VR Nebraska. These 
three students grew a lot over the summer and we heard 
a lot of positive feedback from both students and par-
ents.

“My daughter participated in the LUX Art Academy last 
summer and it was an amazing experience. She was se-
lected for the paid work experience program, and it was 
the first time she had a chance to be in a paid position,’ 
said Becky Gould. “In addition to learning basic job skills, 
her self-confidence grew along with her love of art and 
helping other people create art. What I appreciate most 
about the program is how it made my daughter feel.  
The people at LUX always encouraged her, included her, 
and accepted her and the unique talents and abilities 
she has to share.” 

All work-based learning students showed improvements 
in workplace readiness skills throughout the summer. Most 
notably in professionalism, communication, and effort. 
Significant growth was also apparent in their self-confi-
dence. Two students really stood out in their helpfulness 
and classroom management skills over the summer. LUX 
staff enjoyed working with them so much that we kept 
them on as employees for at least the fall, even after our 
ability to pay them through the VR grant expired.

Art Academy Grows the
LUX Community 

Expanding Art Career Opportunities to Young Adults with Disabilities

Lennon

What was one of your favorite moments/highlights of LUX 
summer camp?
“Working with kids in general, but if I had to choose just 
one (highlight), it would be the paintbrush fight that I 
got into with a student. It was completely random, I was 
helping him paint his piece, and then there was paint 
flying. It was a sweet moment.”

What has the LUX internship experience meant to you/
what have you learned?
“It has meant a lot to me. I feel like I’m good with kids +
I’m good at art, and it makes me happy to know that I 
can put both of those skills together and to good use.”

How do you feel that you’ve grown being an intern/
member of the LUX family? 
“I feel like a part of my personality has grown. Out of the 
branches that make up my personality, I feel like the art/
kid friendly branch of myself has grown with the help of 
people I’ve met during camp, being only one of the 
many branches of me to grow.”

Bailey

What was one of your favorite moments/highlights of LUX 
summer camp?
“I have to say that one of them, the very first day or week 
of my work was when I got to meet everyone, I got to 
meet two girls who had the same interest as me. Another 
highlight I would also say was going out to snack and 
seeing everyone have fun and running around, it makes 
me really happy. Another highlight is the people like Lind-
sey and Amanda and all the instructors. They are really 
nice to me and really good people. I will definitely miss 
seeing them when I go back to school.”

What has the LUX internship experience meant to you/
what have you learned?
“I do definitely think that I have grown in so many ways. 
The first way being maturity, because I have a job that I 
am committed to and so I need to get up and make sure 
that I am on time and that I do my best and it really adds 
a lot of maturity to me, because back in middle school I 
was not very mature but with this job I have grown and 
become more capable and it has helped my job skills 
along with my social skills so that I am better at interact-
ing with people, whether students, instructors, of people 
picking up their kids or clay pots. I have also grown in art 
as well because they have shown us how to do multiple 
techniques whether with watercolors or oil pastels, it’s 
just so nice. I have become a much more better person 
because of the LUX.”

How do you feel that you’ve grown being an intern/
member of the LUX family?
“I have never volunteered before I got the LUX intern op-
portunity. I loved this job, holy smokes, if you compare 
it to all the other jobs kids have at my age, it’s perfect. I 
would in a heartbeat do it again.”



During 2020, the LUX cancelled our Summer Camps, 
which was a difficult decision, but we believe the 
right one.

In the beginning of 2021, we talked with our artists/
teachers and decided to hold Summer Camps with 
smaller camp sizes of six, while continuing to follow all 
social distancing and mask requirements to protect our 
students and our teachers. 

As a result, our Summer Camps sold out by mid-May, 
even as we were able to  schedule 12 weeks of camps, 
instead of the normal ten. As pandemic cases eased in 
the Summer, we opened camps to up to 8 children in 
July and August. 

In total, we had 574 campers in camps this Summer. 
Here is some of the feedback we received from our 
weekly parent surveys: 

“My daughter did a variety of day camps this summer 
and the LUX art camps were in her top two (zoo Camp 
is the other fave). I feel like the supervision, quality of in-
struction, and materials provided at LUX Camps are to-
tally worth the tuition price.”

“We appreciate all that the LUX is doing in providing 
wonderful summer programs AND in policies designed 
to create a safer place for our child, who isn’t yet eligible 
for the COVID-19 vaccine.”

“My daughter LOVED the camps she took. The skills she 
acquired far surpass those she learned in school. We will 
be back for more camps!” 

“I feel like the 
supervision, quality of 

instruction, and materials 
provided at LUX Camps 
are totally worth the 

tuition price.”

“My daughter LOVED 
the camps she took. 

The skills she acquired 
far surpass those she 

learned in school. We will 
be back for more camps!”

In the last two years, in response to parent surveys, we 
have made our camps more secure, and have tried to 
vary our artistic camp offerings. We also have added 
one intern to each camp to provide the teacher with a 
helper and to make the classroom experience better for 
our students.

In Summer of ‘22, we will have ten weeks of classes and 
are planning right now for class sizes of eight. If we feel it 
is safe, we will offer camp sizes of 12 when we get closer 
to summer. As always, sign up early, because there is a 
great chance we will fill our camps. In fact, we received 
our first camp enrollment for Summer 2022 in 
November 2021.

“We appreciate all 
that the LUX is doing 

in providing wonderful 
summer programs AND 
in policies designed to 
create a safer place 

for our child...”

Enrollment now open for 
2022 Summer Camp! 
Register Online at 
LUXCenter.org/Camp

Summer Art
Camps

Sold-Out Camps find Youth Immersed in Hands-On Learning



EMERGING into A
COMMUNITY Revitalized
One LUX Staff member had a vision and LUX staff and the 
community made it happen. That vision has translated 
into transforming a neighborhood and community. 

Katelyn Farneth, LUX Exhibition Director had a vision of 
a community emerging from COVID-19 – and in turn 
helping local businesses, putting a spotlight on University 
Place and taking art into the streets where LUX neighbors 
could see the transformative effect of art. 

A vision of ten murals turned into seven murals and an 
art installation (COVID didn’t quite go away as planned, 
delaying two murals) - transforming University Place into 
a destination.

It was a monumental effort for a full-time staff of six, 
bringing world renowned and locally renowned artists to 
Lincoln, putting them up at the Cornhusker Hotel for ten 
days, and then letting them do their magic on the streets 
of University Place. 

It took months of planning, meetings across the city with 
donors who made it possible financially and it ended af-
ter ten days of painting under the hot August sun on La-
bor Day Weekend. 

Three days of events ensued: a Thursday night event for 
the Mural donors, First Friday night’s public unveiling fea-
turing a DJ, food trucks and a custom car show, and Sat-
urday’s Mural and Street Arts Festival featuring live music, 
art activities for the family, and murals!

Friday night’s unveiling and custom car show was revela-
tory. Jess and Rich - LUX neighbors from two blocks away 
-- stopped in at the LUX for the very first time and LUX staff 
met new people repeatedly on that night. Also some-
thing we haven’t seen ever – groups of people walking 
up and down 48th Street  -- viewing the murals and 
seeing how a neighborhood can be transformed 
through art.
 
It came full circle. Elsie Hinrichs, 93, came to the LUX on 
her walker to see the murals and told us about donat-
ing her babysitting money to Gladys Lux to buy the LUX 
building. This night was the realization of Katelyn’s vision 
– neighborhood people coming to the LUX, along with 
a community coming together around art. This is place-
making, or what Artist Shawn Dunwoody calls ‘Place Ac-
tivation.’

Labor Day weekend was just the beginning. With a grant 
from the Lincoln Visitor’s Bureau, we’re creating social 
media advertising and a Mural map for distribution across 
the state through Nebraka’s Visitor Centers. We also have 
launched well attended Mural tours on the second Satur-
day of each month. Our local businesses are also grateful 
for the increased foot traffic the murals bring. 

Finally, the murals are the perfect back drop for a pro-
posed ‘University Place Creative Arts District.’ Working 
with partners Nebraska Wesleyan, First United Methodist 
Church, and the City of Lincoln, we plan to apply to a 
new program started by the Nebraska Arts Council and 
funded by the state legislature. If we are successful in our 
bid, we will be able to access up to $250,000 in grants for 
improvements and projects in the arts district.

The LUX has been part of the ideas of revitalizing Uni 
Place for all 45 years we’ve been here. We believe we’re 
at the cusp of making the vision that began way back 
then come true now. It’s all about community.

Big Mural Thank Yous
Without help from Ayars and Ayars who provided the 
equipment and safety training – a boom lift and scissor 
lifts – as well as the Cornhusker Marriott, who put our 
artists up free of charge, this project would not have 
been possible. 

Many others helped to provide financial support for this 
project – with special shout-outs to Rhonda Seacrest, 
Abel Foundation and Bold Nebraska, all $5000 Mural 
Sponsors. Also thankful to Lancaster County and to Jeff 
Maul and the Lincoln Visitors Bureau for our Visitors Bu-
reau Marketing Grant of $5000. 

We are also grateful to our Artist Sponsors: Lincoln Com-
munity Foundation, BNSF Foundation, Firespring, Union 
Bank & Trust, Cline Williams, Rivers Metal, UNANIMOUS 
and Ameritas. Our Community Sponsors: Lincoln Partner-
ship for Economic Development, Concorde Manage-
ment and Development and the Lincoln Arts Council. 
Our Good Neighbor Sponsors: Darrin and Diana Good, 
Bison Inc., INSPRO, Bryan Seck and Janelle Walther, 
Adam Morfeld, Pinnacle Bank, Anne Pagel, and Elite 
Event Rentals. 

Shannon Claire, events planner extraordinaire, 
THANK YOU! We couldn’t have done it without your 
expert guidance and help.



(1) Ana Marieta’s love of nature comes through with this monumental work featuring fierce great blue herons.

(2) Another paean to nature, Eder Muniz brought a little of Bahia to our little ‘burb.

(3) Shawn Dunwoody’s playful love letter to Lincoln and Uni Place.

(4) Nolan Tredway’s quirky pop individualism marks the north end of the 48th Street murals.

(5) Watie White brought his mural of prints – part of the ‘100 People’ series to Lincoln and we’re glad he did.

(6) This electric mural by Lakota Artists Derek ‘Focus’ Smith is a trippy Black Hills vision – a vivid symbology of healing come to life.

(7) Oria Simioni’s portrait of Amaya, a third generation French Guyanese immigrant, represents the children who experience the joy of creating art at the LUX.

(8) Jesse ‘ishknits’ Hemmons created this ‘yarn bomb’ celebrating resilience and fiber arts.



It was another exciting year for the LUX exhibitions 
program.  

Although many plans needed to adapt this year due 
to the pandemic, we were able to feature artists when 
other spaces were closed and unable to do so. In mid-
2020 at the height of the pandemic, we presented the 
inaugural Surface Impressions print exhibition, partner-
ing with Constellation Studios and Karen Kunc. Surface 
Impressions also proved influential to the planning and 
development of other future projects, like Emerge LNK. 

In early fall, the LUX joined with a range of other com-
munity partners to participate in Evicted, a city-wide 
project designed to draw attention to Lincoln’s housing 
crisis. Our exhibition, Shortage, called attention to the 
housing crisis by featuring multiple artists and signs creat-
ed by local community members struggling with housing 
stability. In addition, viewers were invited to help create 
change through a postcard campaign directed at 
policymakers encouraging them to respond to housing 
concerns in Nebraska. 

The past year in the East Gallery was a blast from the 
past, featuring artists who have made an impact in Lin-
coln’s art community in Lincoln over the years, including 
former LUX Gallery Director Bri Murphy, Bryon Hartley, 
Susan Dewsnap, and Roger Bruhn. Each of these artists 
proved to be a fan favorite, drawing people back to the 
galleries for First Fridays. 

For the last three shows of the year, the Lux was proud to 
host impressive work by internationally known artists:  Ja-
nis Mars Wunderlich’s solo show Turbulence, Trey Hill and 
Ryan Crotty partnered for ‘We’ll Know More Tomorrow’, 
and ‘Ravel’ by Judy Bales. We sought to highlight a vari-
ety of mediums in response to exhibition patrons evalua-
tion surveys. This is an example of how our Exhibitions Pro-
gram will strive to continue evaluating and responding 
to our community needs through meaningful exhibitions.

Upcoming Exhibitions in 2022 

You won’t want to miss what we have planned for 2022 
at the LUX! Ben Venom has been shaking up the textile 
world with his quilts, and his exhibition is first up in 
January 2022.  

In April, Joseph Cavalieri, a talented painter and stained-
glass artist will be on exhibit in the East Gallery. Once you 
see his show, you can dive deeper into his work by at-
tending a lecture or a workshop 

The LUX will celebrate 45 anniversary years in 2022 and 
we’re planning two exhibitions to show the impact our 
organization has had over the last four and half de-
cades.  

The first will feature more than 30 of our past artists-in-res-
idence. During our March opening reception, we hope 
to have many of our past AIRs with us to recall old mem-
ories and see how much the LUX has grown!  

Our second anniversary exhibition will feature works from 
founder Gladys Lux. Visitors will be able to see paint-
ings that have been part of the LUX family’s collection 
for years. We’re hoping to have a reunion of people 
touched by Gladys and her legacy.

Gallery Displays
past + future

Celebrate our Artist Community
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“I make realistic, time-based paintings 
and drawings that explore self, body, 
and femininity. The detailed works 
follow the things happening In my 
life but are meant to be widely
relatable. For example, since 
November of 2018, I have been 
painting my birth control pill every 
day before taking it; this practice 
reflects control over my body, 
daily reflection, and the 
28-day cycle.  

 grew up in a small town in Kansas called Norton. From there, I 
moved to Hays, Kansas, to get my bachelor’s degree in painting 
at Fort Hays State University. I received my BFA in Fall 2017, and 
in 2018, I moved here to Lincoln, Nebraska, where I received my 
master’s in painting and drawing from The University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln in 2021. Currently, I am a resident and The LUX Center 
for the Arts, and I teach classes at UNL. 

I really enjoy the art community in Lincoln, Nebraska, and also 
the food; there are great restaurants here.  

My first few months as a resident at LUX have been spent learn-
ing how to teach community classes and work with children 
successfully, and I’ve enjoyed becoming part of the LUX com-
munity in that way.  

My big goal for this residency is, of course, to create an engag-
ing solo show. But some other goals are to learn a bit about 
ceramics and become part of a wonderful community.” 

“I am from Philadelphia, PA. Besides art 
making and my total obsession with 
ceramics - I love to cook, ride bicycles 
and forage for mushrooms. I earned 
my BFA in Ceramics along with a K-12 
Teaching Certificate of Art Education 
from Tyler School of Art at Temple 
University in Philadelphia.  I moved to 
Nebraska to pursue my graduate 
degree at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, and I graduated 
with an MFA from UNL in 2020.  

My art practice focuses on joy and optimism through playful 
sculptures and ceramic objects. I am inspired by folk art and 
historical craft objects, particularly wood, textiles and ceramics 
that depict representations of nature. My work often presents 
itself as a variety of colorful trees, landscapes and imagined en-
vironments.  

Lincoln is great because it has a lot of big city amenities like eth-
nic food stores and great restaurants to quality parks and public 
lands. At the same time Lincoln is an awesome small communi-
ty, especially in the arts, and provides a nice place for young 
artists to exhibit work and be an active member in the art scene.   

My first few months at the LUX were different from previous years, 
I imagine because the pandemic was severe when I first started. 
I felt safe working at the LUX and I was so appreciative to still be 
guaranteed a job and have some income, even though we 
were not teaching as many classes. LUX found tasks and things 
for us to do while also keeping our studio open. This combination 
afforded me the great privilege of not being set back tremen-
dously by COVID 19 as an artist.  

During my residency I set out to hone my teaching skills while 
creating new bodies of work in the studio for future exhibitions 
and academic job applications. A year into my residency I am 
accomplishing a lot of my goals, having solo exhibitions in Oma-
ha and partaking in group exhibitions throughout the country. In 
addition to my professional goals, I have gained lifelong friends 
and amazing memories working with students, fellow residents 
and staff members at the LUX.” 

Amanda Durig
Printmaking

Anthony Park Kascak
Ceramics

Julia Leggent
Painting + Drawing

PJ Hargraves
Ceramics“I am originally from Northeast Ohio, 

near the Youngstown area. I received 
my BFA from Youngstown State University 
in 2015. I majored in Graphic Design 
and Minored in Printmaking. I was part 
of the Southern Graphics Council and
Mid America Print Council groups 
all throughout undergrad. I received 
my MFA from the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln in 2020 with a major 
in Printmaking. I am currently an
adjunct instructor for the 
University of Nebraska-Omaha. 

My artwork tends to evolve as I finish specific bodies of work. The 
ideas typically remain the same but the subject matter, materi-
als and process change over time. My main focus the past few 
years has been on memory, how fragile it is, and the longing 
that comes with them. I suppose you could say that nostalgia 
is also part of the work. I use images that I take with my phone 
while out and about and more recently have been using old 
family photos.  

What I like best about Lincoln is the tight-knit art community. 
There wasn’t anything like this back home. There are always gal-
lery and networking opportunities easily accessible to the young 
artist here. My goal(s) for my residency were to make work with-
out restrictions. What I mean by that is to put all of the precon-
ceived notions from graduate school to the side and make the 
work that makes the most sense to me. I would say that I am 
achieving that during my time as a resident at the LUX.” 

“I am a first generation Korean-American 
from Colorado. I grew up in and around 
Denver and Colorado Springs, and 
went to the University of Colorado 
Boulder where I got my BFA in Studio 
Art, as well as a BA in Psychology. 
I wanted to do art therapy for a while, 
but did not feel ready to pursue the 
intense path of psychotherapy and 
research. Instead, I continued 
down the path of a professional 
artist and recently completed my 
MFA from the University of Arkansas in 
Studio Art, where my main concentrations 
were in ceramics + photography.  

I am interested in exploring my identity and personal relation-
ships through ceramics and photography, and focus on meth-
ods such as abstraction, installation, and working between 2D 
and 3D. I love ceramics and the way that it preserves our touch, 
as well as the way that glaze can make a piece pop with color. 
I also like to use my own photographs as ceramic decals that 
are fired directly onto glazed surfaces.  

Currently, I am casting my own candles to go with my ceramic 
pieces. I like the reference to time, ritual, and warmth that a 
candle brings, and it adds an interesting touch of functionality 
to my ceramic pieces. My partner and I moved to Lincoln in 
late July 2021 from Northwest Arkansas and really enjoy it. We 
adopted a very cute basset hound/lab mix named Bonzu, who 
is sometimes in the studio at the LUX with me. I really enjoy the 
affordability and ease of living in Lincoln, and am excited that 
there are so many Asian markets in the area so that I can make 
food that my mom taught me while growing up.  

I teach a lot of classes at the LUX and make my own work in the 
Ceramics Studio. I plan to have exhibitions in Lincoln, Omaha, 
and surrounding area, and will apply to national grants to con-
tinue to work ambitiously in the studio.” 

Impacting our Community: Spreading Joy, Creativity & Love of Art 

LUX Artists-in-Residence are at the heart of our mission. The LUX Center for the Arts' four artists-in-residence create, in-
spire and teach. We believe that no one can inspire and create a passion for art more than working artists, motivated 
to spread the joy of the creative process. The work our AIRs do as teachers and artists has an immeasurable impact 
on the thousands of youths and adults they encounter, spreading an appreciation for art and creative endeavors 
throughout Lincoln. Our Artists-in-Residence program is supported this year by the Acklie Foundation, The Woods 
Charitable Fund, and the Sherwood Foundation.

L LArtists-In-Residence 



Gratitude
CORPORATE PARTNERS
Ameritas Life Insurance Corp.
Bold Nebraska
Bison Inc
Cline Williams Wright Johnson 
& Oldfather, LLP
Concorde Management- 
and Devlopment
Farmer’s Mutual of Nebraska
Firespring
Inspro Insurance
Iron Brush Tattoo
Kimberly and Douglas Rath 
Legacy Retirement-
Communities
Lincoln Partnership for- 
Economic Development
Pinnacle Bank
T.O. Haas
UNANIMOUS
Union Bank & Trust Co.
West Gate Bank

FOUNDATION PARTNERS
Abel Foundation
Acklie Charitable Foundation
BNSF Railway
Civic Nebraska
Dorothy M. Lorraine Trust
Lee and Debbie Stuart- 
Family Foundation
Lincoln Arts Council
Lincoln Community-
Foundation
Nebraska Arts Council
Nebraska Cultural-
Endowment
Nebraska State Historical- 
Society Foundation
Pace Woods Foundation
Pearle Francis Finigan-
Foundation
Peter I Beynon Charitable- 
Fund
Rogers Foundation
Sherwood Foundation
The Sunderland Foundation
United Way of Lincoln and- 
Lancaster County
Vern P & Rose M. Jackson- 
Charitable Trust
Woods Charitable Fund

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
HWGL Weaving Program
Lincoln Artist Guild
Jo Adams
Amy Allerheiligen
Cheryl Andseron
Anne & Clarence Baden
Pam Baker
Rhonda Ball
Barbara & Bob Bartle
Rachael Belke
Margaret & Steve Berry
Matthew Bliemeister
Susan Bockrath and 
Ted Hamann
Annie Boesiger
Susannah Bohlke

Margaret Bohls
Matt Bollis
Christy Bornstein & Brian Emler
Elizabeth Braverman
Alex Brechbill
Cassidy Brechbill
Kate & Robert Brooke
Neal Bryan
Kylie Cain
Jack & Sally Campbell
Doug & Mary Campbell
Mark Canney
Rebecca Carr & Jeff Korbelik
Andrea Chapin
Brian & Jennifer Cintani
David Clark & Jay Conrad
Lindsey Clausen
Jean & Brian Clausen
Brenda Clements
Molly Coke
Aaron Coleman
Trey Coley
Teresa Crowl
Heather E. Crutchfield-Smith
Marlene Cupp
Debra Dahab
Grant Daily
Jesse Damm
Christopher DeHeer
Leslie Delserone
Richard Devney
Danielle & Shane Dewees
Gerald & Kit Dimon
Sharon Doll
Michelle Dudley
Todd & Connie Duncan
Karrie & Bruce Dvorak
Jo Ann Emerson
Ingrid Esparza
Brendan Evans
Dorothy Eveleth
Robert & Loretta Fairchild
Bradley Falconer
Leslie Fattig
Wendy Ferrin
Mary Findlay
Luann & Richard Finke
Carol Flaute
Charles Flowerday
Janet Fraley
Patti French
Dana Fritz & Larry Gawel
Martha Gadberry & Jon Lee
Rachel and James Garver
Jack and Connie Geist
Darrin & Diana Good
David Gottlieb
Victoria & Daniel Grasso
Jessica Greenwald
Jill Grenseman
Anna Gurleyg
Andrew Hadenfeldt
Gene Hanlon
Becky Hanna & Tim Keelan
Judith Hart
Brian & Sharon Hastings
Roy Helm
Kate Heltzel
Priscilla Henkelmann & 
Sandy Grossbart
Sara Hernandez

Sally J Herrin
Carmen Hill Grant
Courtney Hillebrecht
Robert Hillestad
Wynn Hjermstad
Laurie Hodges
Dennis Hoffman
Jamie Hohensee
Andrea Holka
Fred & Julie Hoppe
Kay Horner
Dustin Huber
Leslie Huerta
Claudette Irvine
Michael James
J.P. & Nelle Jamison
Gloria Jensen
James Johnson
Amos & Katie Joseph
Tamara Kaiser
Erica Karas
Mary & James King
Derek Kinge
JoAnne & Gordon Kissel
Patricia & Dwight Koch- ohns
Jennifer Koolen
Liz & Ken Koop
Susan McIntosh Kriz
Burma Kroger
Karen Kunc
Jena & Seth Lambert
Susie Laws
Andrea & Adam Letheby
Lacey Losh
Audrey Lutz
David & Lynn Lux
Lisa Lux
Sydney Lynch & Craig Roper
Derek Lynee
Pamela Manske
Music Masters
Ronald Mayhew
Malcom Miles
Lana Miller
Tice Miller
Marissa Miller
Kristi Montooth
Oscar Mora-Diaz
Adam Morfeld
Bryce Morgan
Wayne Mortensen
Megan Moslander
Spencer Munson
David & Ann Myers
Kathy Neacy
Rob Nickolaus
Rebecca & Kurt Nielsen
Diane Nolan
Jennifer Norris
Anne Pagel
Donna Palmer
Cathy Patterson &
Brad Krieger
Stefanie Pearlman
Larry & Peg Pelter
Harvey & Susan Perlman
Gail Perry
Phil & Roseann Perry
Nancy Peterson
Mary Ann & Jerry Petr
Kathy Plunkett

Heather Pritchard
Sue Quambusch
Prudence Rabel
Laurie Richards & Dan Worth
Pat & Alan Riggins
Robin Riley
Dawn Rockey
Alexandra & Michael Roth
Joel Ruiz
Shawn Ryba
Ryon Saathoff & Joe Shaw
Mackenzie Savaiano
Steven Schafer
Allie Schiltmeyer
Daniel Schinstock
Jennifer Schlueter
Kathy Schmitz
Scott Schwartz
Nan Schweiger
Rachel & Garrett Schwindt
Rhonda Seacrest
Bryan Seck & Janell Walther
Phillip Seng
Coleen & Marcee Seng
Alisha Sheets
Emily Shelstad
Laurel Shoemaker
Bud & Ann Sidles
Steve Smith
Shannon Smith
Lisa & Tom Smith
Laurie Smith & Kent Eskridge
Connie Soucie
Francisco Souto
Stacy & Jeremy Spale
Stacey Springer
Lisa & Curt Staab
Paul Stanfield
Susan Stark-Johnson
Sandi Stewart
Kathleen Stewart
Brian & Linda Striman
Lee & Debbie Stuart
James Stuart III
Nissa Sturgeon
Audrey Svane
Abby Swatsworth
Katie & Ray Taddeucci
Susan Talcott
Tom & Sue Tallman
Michele Tilley & Brad Wilson
Donald Trainor
Nolan Tredway
Geri True & Jeffrey Johnson
Steve Wake
Sarah & Lianna Walker
Sandra K. Wallick
Lesley Warren
John & Nancy Wiederspan
Katharen Wiese
Trent & Becky Wilcox
Vonita & Paul Wood
Zhenqiao Yang
Emily Yoble-Jarzynka
Shalla Young
Katherine & William Yunghans

ART ENTHUSIAST - 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBER 
Angela Amber
Kathy Andersen

Rachel Anderson
Silvia Bollinger
Bill Brush
Joleen Burianek
Kathy Cartier
Andrea Chapin
Zeinab Chitforoushzadeh
Alicia Christensen
Pam Doty
Dorene Eisentrager
Jennifer Fisser
Diamond Frye
Nancy & Steve Gade
Jean Henderson
Renee Hickman
Kaela Howard
Christine & Tim Hunt
Ingrid Hutchings
Claudette Irvine
John & Karen Janovy
Gloria Jensen
Shannon Johnson
Lu Kaiser
Dion Lafler
Etiennette Lefler
Lisa Lockman & 
Tom McChristian
Brenda Luers
Sydney Lynch & Craig Roper
Michael Maly
Jane Marie
Larry & Peg Pelter
Nadine Ruiz
Katherine Siefken
Hailey & Michael Soucie
Judith Wilson
Zhenqiao Yang
Charles Yost

ART ENTHUSIAST - 
FAMILY MEMBER
Erin Antallis
Anne & Clarence Baden
Laura Bartels
Susan Bauer
Liz Bauer
Linda & Kenny Benton
Angela Boule
Kelli Brown
Tatum Casart
Ruth Chantry
Katie Clear
Prue Coccodrilli
Steve & Jackie Cramer
Dawn Davis
Brendan Evans
Luann & Richard Finke
Becky Hanna & Tim Keelan
Jennifer Johnson
Seth Lambert
Stephanie & Pat Leach-
Vendetti
Kristine Lemons
Mary Lenser
Katherine Meidlinger
Holly Meredith
Kristy Miller
Tice Miller
Kristi Montooth
Sherry Nelson
Kerianne Newland

Aaron Nygren
Fred & Rosemary Ohles
Monte Olson & 
Jackie Ostrowicki
Cathy Patterson & 
Brad Krieger
Nicholas Perry
Erica Peterson
Kayla Pham
Amanda Plugge
James Potter & Debra Miller
Sue Quambusch
Charles Rager & 
Paula Blomenberg
Chris & Ashley Rife
Katherine Schambach
Will Schmeeckle
Autumn Smart
Virginia Smith
Laurie Smith & Kent Eskridge
Paula & Peter Stone
Lily Sughroue
Dan & Patsy Terpstra
Kathryn Thompson
Karen & Rich Vierk
Sarah Wallingford
Vanessa Wamsley
Corena Wiechert
Matthew Wiese
Susie & Rick Windle
Donna Woods & Jon Hinrichs
Katherine & William Yunghans
Monica Zinke

ART ADVOCATE MEMBER
Anne & Clarence Baden
Pat Birch & Roger Bruhn
DeAnna Borg
Tom Brush & Steph Sutton
Doug & Mary Campbell
Jen Deets
Patti French
J.P. & Nelle Jamison
M. Colleen Jones
Cristy Joy
Bradley Koontz
Kathy & Marc LeBaron
Nora Lorraine
Anne Pagel
Mackenzie Savaiano
Julie Seever
Lisa & Tom Smith
Connie Soucie
John & Nancy Wiederspan
Collette Yellow-Robe

ART SUSTAINING
MEMBER
Alexandra & Michael Roth
Birgit Young

LUX FELLOWS
Merrell Andersen
Shawn Ballarin
Adria Chilcote
Colin Christensen
Carmen Frerichs
Samantha Hansen
Natalie Henning
Isaiah Jones

Steven Lang
Mischa Lundquist
Alyssa May
Nathan Murray
Lydia Rathe
Lindsey Pinkerton
Jessica Reiter
Toan Voung
 
OTHER FUNDRAISING 
EVENTS
UNL Clay Club

CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS
Abbey Kazior
Adrienne Eliades
Agnes Seebass
Alan R. Smith
Alexis Spina
Allie Feezell
Alyssa Kobza
Amanda Bury
Amanda Dobbratz
Amanda J Durig
Amy Jo Lyste
Andrew Hayes
Andrew McIntyre
Angie Pickman
Anika Major
Anna Gadcek
Anne R. Burton
Anthony Park Kascak
April Stevenson
April White
Ashley Buchanan
Austin Coudriet
Barbara Greving
Bart Vargas
Becky Sefcovic Uglem
Belle-Pilar Fleming
Bennett Holzworth
Bill Shaffer
Bird Rippe
Brad Krieger
Brenna Peck
Brent Pafford
Brett Anderson
Bri Murphy
Britta McKee
Brittany Rea
Bryon Hartley
Caitlin Penny
Carol Long
Carol Schwartz
Carol Thosath
Carrie Masters
Cathy Patterson
Chandra DeBuse
Charles Yost
Cheryl (Shari) Mathis
Chris Rudasill
Chris Taylor
Christy Puetz
Clay Leonard
Cody Weber
Cortney Rhodes
Crisha Yantis
Cydney Ross
Cynthia Nartonis
Dan Terpstra

Danny Sullivan
David Sukovaty
Dennis Wattier
Donna Burdic
Elaine Buss
Elise Loomis
Eliza Lenore McIntyre
Erin Ryan
Evan Stoler
Famous Umobuarie
Frederick W. Scott
Friends of Hillestad
Gail Kendall
Glynnis Lessing
Grimm/Labar
GV Kelley
Hannah McBroom
Hannah Pierce
Heather Jo Davis & Joy Ude
Holly Walker
Israel Carranza
Jaden Carlson
James Tingey
Jamie Feinstein
Jane Ryder
Janis Mars Wunderlich
Jean Helms
Jeani Gustafson
Jen Carlson
Jen Deets
Jen Landis
Jeremy Johnson
Jette Vogt
Jim Aden
joel Anderson
John Dennison
John Nollendorfs
Jon Love
Jose Sierra
Joshua Knutson
Juan José Castaño-Márquez
Jude Martindale
Judy Bales
Julia Walther
Justin Kohmetscher
Katelyn Farneth
Katharen Wiese
Katherine Hackl
Kathleen Cartier
Kathy Cartier
Katie Cramer
Katie Nieland
Keith D. Buswell
Kelly Cook
Kelly Rush
Kristine Allphin
Kyla Toomey
Kyle Johns
Kyle Nobles
Lana Miller
Larry Buller
Lauren Karle
Liana Agnew
Linda Benton
Linda Lewis
Lindsey Day
Lisa Belsky
Lisa Truax
Little Lark
Lonna Keller
Louis LaBudda

Luke Huling
Lynette Fast
Lynn Bowes
Lynn Latta
Marc Kornbluh
Margaret Berry
Margaret Bohls
Margie Magnuson
Mari Gades
Maria Spiess
Marilyn Propp
Mark Hargraves
Martha Horvay
Marty White & Jan Norris
Mary Koziol
Matt Bukrey
Matthew Landkamer
Matthew Losee
Matthew Meyer
Max Reis
McKenzie Phelps
Megan Griffiths
Meghan Stratman
Melissa Harshman
Melissa Mencini
Meredith Setser
Michael Ashley
Michael Bauermeister
Mike Jabbur
Molly Allen
Mona Jenkins
Nancy R. Smith
Nathan Bray
Nathan Murray
Neil Celani
Nick DeVries
Nick Spohrer
Nicole Cudzilo
Nicole McLaughlin
Nolan Baumgartner
Owen Buffington
Patrick Kingshall
Patty Talbert
Paul Eshelman
PJ Hargraves
Polanshek of the Hills
Posey Bacopoulos
Punch Semachai
Rachel Donner
Rayna Collins
Renee Johnson
Rhonda McClure
Rikki Neuman
Robert Thomas Mullen
Roberto Torres
Robin Erfe
Roger Bruhn
Ryan Caldwell
Ryan Crotty
Sam Loeffler
Sam Lopez
Samantha Oliver
Sandra Williams
Sara Truman
Sarah Berkeley
Sarah Fenerty
Sarah Jewell Olsen
Sarah Knobel
Sarah Rowe
Sarah Shoot
Sarah Smelser

Sean Scott
Shannon Smith
Shawn Ballarin
Sophia Fenby
Sophia Ruppert
Stephen Dinsmore
Steven Graber
Stuart Asprey
Stuart Gair
Su Harvey
Susan Dewsnap
Susan McGilvrey
Susan Puelz
Susan Skove
Susan Stark-Johnson
T.C. Cardwell
Tammy B Jewelry
Tana Acton Designs
Tara N Tonsor
Taylor Woolwine
Teddy Osei
Tim Frisch
Toan Vuong
Tom Kreager
Toni Brou
Tori Swanson
Trey Hill
Trudie Teijink
Tyler James Anderson
Valery Wachter
Victoria Christen
Victoria Goro-Rapoport
Wesley T Brown
Zhanna Martin
…plus 175 artists in 
community + student galleries

IN MEMORIAM
Carolyn Cody 
Peggy Green 
Margret Griesen 
Jim Gordon 
Ron Harris 
Bud Pagel  
Wally Richardson
Len Sloup 
Morrie Tuttle 

Thank you to those 
who made a gift 
in memoriam.

Taxpayers who don’t 
itemize deductions 
may take a charitable 
deduction of up to $300 
for cash contributions 
made in 2021 to 
LUX Center for the Arts.

Please leave a gift for the 
LUX in your will or by mak-
ing a beneficiary designa-
tion. Contact Executive 
Director Joe Shaw if you 
would like to know more.

 Community Events  
Art Safari : 1500 

Mayfest: 500 
Art Scholars: 50 

Total Event 
Attendance: 2050

Art Classes 

Adult + Child Classes, 
Workshops: 784 

Outreach Students: 114 
Private Lessons: 163 
Total Students: 1061

Scholarships 

Art Scholars 
Awarded: 47

Art Scholars In Use: 19 
Need-based 

Scholarships: 7
Total Scholarships: 54

Exhibitions 
Gallery Visitors: 3550 

First Friday Visitors: 711 
Total LUX 

Attendance: 6661

Artists 
Gallery Shop: 233 

Professional 
Exhibitions: 149 

Student + Community 
Exhibitions: 175 

Direct Payments to 
Artists: $126,122
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This report covers our fiscal year from
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021



LUX Center for the Arts 
is dedicated TO

transforming lives 
thrOUgh art. 

We are a community of art lovers providing education through 
art classes, artist in residency programs, gallery exhibitions, and 

community outreach. We believe the LUX can help people 
make meaningful connections to art regardless of who they are.

2601 N 48th Street, Lincoln, NE 68504
402.466.8692
www.luxcenter.org

Lincoln’s Community Arts Center
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There are numerous ways to support Lincoln’s Community Arts Center: 
Become a member, volunteer, attend events, shop fine art or make a donation. 
Your generosity supports exceptional art classes, outreach programs and world-class 
gallery exhibitions that make Lincoln a better place to work, play and live. 
Help make art happen and get involved today! Visit www.luxcenter.org/support.


